1+ RIGHTS OF MAN. Part II 

the intereft of the parties fo to do,, and not on account of any 
formal laws their governments may impofe or interpole. 

But haw often is the natural propenlity to fociety diffurbed or 
deftroyed by the operations of government. When the latter, in. 
i\e ad of being ingrafted on the principles of the former, afRimes 
to exift for itfelf, and a&s by partialities of favour and oppref- 
fion it becomes the caufe of the mifchiefs it ought to prevent. 

If we look back to the riots and tumults, which at various 
times have happened in England, we fhall find, that they did 
not proceed from the want of a government, but that govern- 
ment was itfelf the generating caufe ; inftead of confolidating 
fociety it divided it ; it deprived it of its natural cohefion, and 
engendered difcontents and diforders, which othenvife would 
not have fcxifted. In thofe affociations which men promifcu- 
oufly form for the purpofe of trade, or of any concern, in which 
government is totally out of the queftion, and in which they aft 
merely on the principles of fociety, we fee how. naturally the 
various parties unite ; and this fhews, by comparifon, that go- 
vernments, fo far from being always the caufe or means of or- 
der, are often the deifruftion of it. The riots of 1780 had no 
other fource than the remains of thofe prejudices, which the 1 
government itfelf had encouraged. But with refpeft: to Eng- 
land there are alfo other caufes. 

Excefsand inequality of taxation, however difguifed in the 
means, never fail to appear in their effects. Asa great mafs of 
the community are thrown thereby into poverty and difcontent, 
they are conftantlv on the brink of commotion ; and deprived, j 
as they unfortunately a^e, of the means of information, are 
eafily heated to outrage. Whatever the apparent caufe of any 
riots may be, the real one is always want of happinefs. It 
. fhews, that fomething is wrong in thefyftem of government, 
that injures the felicity by which fociety is to be preferved. 

But as fa ft is fuperior to reafoning, the inftance of America 
prefents itfelf to confirm thefe obfervations. — If ihereis a coun- 
try in the world, where concord, according to common calcu- 
lation, would be leaf!: expefted, it is America. Made up, as it 
is, .., of people from different nations *, - accuftomed to different 
forms and habits of government, fpeaking different languages, 
and more different in their modes of worfhip, it would appear 

* That part of America which is generally called New-England ; including 
New-Harr.plhire MajRachufetts, Rhode-Iiland, arid Connecticut, is peopled 
chiefly by Engliih descendants. In the ftate of New-York, about half are 
Dutch, the reft Englith, Scotch, and Iriih. In New-Jerley, a mixture of 
Engliih and Dutch, with fomc Scotch and irifh. In Pehnfylvania, about one 
third are Englifh, another Germans, and the remainder Scotch and Ii'ilh, with 
fome Swedes. The States to the fouthward have a greater proportion or 
lifn than the middle States, but in all of them there is a mixture ; and befldes 
thofe enumerated, there are a confiderable number of French, and fome ew 
of all the European nations lying on the coaft. The moft numerous religious 
denomination sue the Preibyterians $ but no one fset is tftabliibed above an 
other, and all men are equally citizens. , 
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, t t he union of fuch a people was imprafticable ; but. by the 
l ‘_j e operation of conftru&ing government on the principles of 
f ciety and the rights of man, every difficulty retires, and all the 
arts are brought into cordial unifon. There the poor are not 
P refled, the rich are not privileged. Induftry is not marti- 
Ued by the fplendid extravagance of a court rioting at its ex- 
nence. Their taxes are few, becaufe their government is juft ; 
and as there is nothing to render them wretched, there is no- 
thin? to engender riots and tumults. 

A metaphyfical man, like Mr. Burke, would have tortured 
his invention to difeover how fuch a people could be governed. 
He would have fuppofed that fome muft be managed by fraud, 
others by force, and all by lome contrivance ; that genius muft 
be hired to impofe upon ignorance and Ihew and parade to 
fafeinate the vulgar. Loft in the abundance of his refearches, 
he would have refolved and re-refolved, and finally overlooked 
the plain and eafy road that lav directly before him. 

One of the great advantages of the American revolution has 
been, that it led to a dtfeovery of the principles, and laid open 
the impofition, of governments. All the revolutions till then 
had been worked within the atmofphere of a court, and never 
011 the o-reat floor of a nation. The parties were always of the 
rldfs of courtiers ; and whatever was their rage for reformation, 
thev carefully preferved the fraud of the profeffion. 

In all cafes they took care to reprefent government as a thing 
made up of mvfteries, whicluonly themfelves underftood ; and 
they hid from the underftanding of the nation, the only thing 
that was beneficial to know, namely, Hat government is nothing 
more than a national affociation ailing on the principles of fociety. 

Having thus endeavoured to fliew, that the focial and civi- 
lized ftate of man is capable of performing within itfelf, almoft 
everv thing neceifary to its protection and government, it will' 
be proper, 0 on the other hand, to take a review of the prefent 
old governments, and examine whether their principles and 
practice are correfpondent thereto. 


CHAP. II. 

Of the ORIGIN of the PRESENT OLD G OFERNMENTS. 

I T is impoffible that fuch goverments as have hithci to exifted 
in the world, could have commenced by any other means 
than a total violation of every principle facred and moral. 1 . e 
obfeuritv in which the origin of all the preient old goven - 
ments is buried, implies the iniquity and difgrace with which 
they began. The origin of the prefent government oi Am - 
rica and France will ever be remembered, becaufe it is honoui- 
able to record it ; but with refpeeft to the reft, even Flattery has 
configned them to the tomb ot time, without an inscription. 
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